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The following quote has been credited to both Alexander Fraser Tytler (1747-
1813) and Alexis Charles Tocqueville (1805-1859). I'm not sure which one
really penned it, but the pattern is worthy of reminding. 

“A democracy cannot exist as a permanent form of government. It can only
exist until the voters discover that they can vote themselves largesse from the
public treasury. From that moment on, the majority always votes for the
candidates promising the most benefits from the public treasury with the result
that a democracy always collapses over loose fiscal policy, always followed by
a dictatorship. The average age of the world's greatest civilizations has been
200 years. These nations have progressed through this sequence: From
bondage to spiritual faith; From spiritual faith to great courage; From courage to
liberty; From liberty to abundance; From abundance to selfishness; From
selfishness to apathy; From apathy to dependence; From dependence back
into bondage.” 

I read this quote twenty years ago, and I remember thinking that we have so
much abundance that we need to be careful not to slip into selfishness and
apathy. I read this to the staff on Tuesday and it received a gasp of
"Oh, no!" One person sarcastically said "Well, that's encouraging." I suppose
it's not encouraging if you are focused on what you are losing.    

When the people of Israel asked God for a king in 1 Samuel 8, Samuel passed
on the warning God gave them: 
The king will: 

Draft your sons -- some will be soldiers, others will plow the king’s fields
Take your daughters -- some he will make cook or bake or join his harem 
Take the best of your fields -- produce, grapes, and olives 

You will beg God for relief from the king.  

But God will not help you. 

But the people refused to listen to Samuel’s warning. “Even so, we still want a
king,” they said. “We want to be like the nations around us. Our king will judge
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us and lead us into battle.”  1 Samuel 8:19-20  

I am not a fatalist in any way. I pray for revival in our land and long for a king
who will be God's man in both policy and character. I also know that God has
made no promises to keep America. I know that He is not mocked and, as we
in the United States have thrown off God, we do not deserve anything but the
removal of God's blessing and protection.    

The theme of our study in Thessalonians is "BE READY".

Be ready to stand for Christ in the face of persecution.
Be ready to follow Jesus whether in abundance or want.
Be ready to make a case for the hope that  is in you regardless of your
circumstances.   
Be ready to explain why you live in the world, but are not of it.   

David said in Psalm 39:12, "Hear my prayer, O Lord! Listen to my cries for help!
Don’t ignore my tears. For I am your guest—a traveler passing through, as my
ancestors were before me.”  

No matter what is happening or will happen, fix your gaze on the One who
holds eternity, everything else is but a shadow.  

Back to top

CONNECT Thank You

Thank you to everyone who attended CONNECT last Sunday. We appreciated
chatting with old friends and making new ones. We're grateful for everyone who
expressed interest in volunteering in the many ministries at RVC. And we are
glad that some of you were even brave enough to have your picture taken. 

Hopefully you hear it often, but we really do mean it when we say that we are
glad you are here. 
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COMPASSION TEAM'S MARTHA'S MEAL

Please join us as the Compassion Team hosts a community meal. Martha’s
Meal is a free soup and sandwich meal held every third Monday of the month,
starting September 20th, from 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

The simple act of sharing a meal shows kindness, builds relationships, feeds
the hungry and lonely, as well as enables sharing the gospel. Come and join us
for fellowship and food. 
 

Back to top

NEW MEMBERS CLASS

If you have been attending RiverValley for a while and have been thinking
about becoming a member, we have two options available for you:

Sunday mornings during the first service from October 10th - November
14th, OR
Two Saturdays - October 23rd and November 20th from 8 a.m. to 11:00
a.m.

An email was sent to those who have already expressed an interest in this
class. If you haven't let us know that you are interested in becoming a member,
just shoot an email to info@rvcoshkosh.com to let us know you would like to
participate and which option you are planning to attend.

Back to top
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THURSDAY MORNING LADIES BIBLE STUDY
 

The Thursday morning ladies Bible study group started a
study on Philippians today (the 16th) called Get Out of Your
Head by Jennie Allen. You are still welcome to join us next
Thursday at 9:00 a.m. in the Café even though you may
have missed the first session. However, you will need to
purchase the study guide (https://www.amazon.com/Get-
Your-Head-Study-Guide/dp/0310116376/ref=sr_1_1?

crid=3Q8KW5VB4A5FT&dchild=1&keywords=get+out+of+your+head+study+g
uide&qid=1631818292&sr=8-1) and bring it with you next Thursday. 

The study goes until 11:00 a.m. Child care will be provided. If you need more
information or have questions, please contact Laura Ehrlich at
lauralevlove@yahoo.com.
 

Back to top

NEW ROOTED GROUPS

New Rooted groups will start this week. We would love for you to sign up if:
you're new to RVC, you'd like to get more involved at RVC, and/or you're not in
a LifeGroup but would like to be. Contact Pastor Wyatt at 
wyatt.fisher@rvcoshkosh.com to sign up. 
 

Back to top

WANT TO HELP TRANSLATE THE BIBLE?

RiverValley Church is working with Wycliff Bible Translators to translate the
book of John for the GENAAT cluster, who are an unreached people group in
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Nigeria. The acronym "GENAAT" represents five
Nigerian people groups - Gwandara, Eloyi,
Numana, Alago and Arumu-Tesu. (Can you
believe there are still people who don't have a
Bible available in their own language? With over
7,000 languages in the world, there are bound to
be a few!) 

Thank you to those who already signed up for
verses  last week during CONNECT hour. You
are helping people experience the love of Christ
through the life-changing words of translated
Scripture. Sign up for verses will continue for several weeks. The cost will be
$35 per verse. 

The process is simple. Sign up for the verse (or verses) you would like to
sponsor that are located on the A-frame boards in the Café, then visit the
Adopt-a-Verse table where you can grab a card to complete. Once
completed, put the card along with cash for the verse(s) you are sponsoring or
a check made out to RiverValley Church in the envelope provided on the table
and place in the Adopt-a-Verse box. Unfortunately we are unable to offer an
online option for contributing to this Adopt-a-Verse opportunity. 

Thank you for helping accelerate Bible translation and making a life-changing
difference in the lives of people hungry for the Word of God in a language and
format that speaks to their hearts.

Learn more about Wycliffe Bible Translators by visiting their website. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
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Our first Prayer and Praise night for this fall is coming up soon -- Sunday,
September 26, from 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., so mark your calendars. Prayer
and Praise is a time for worship and sharing what God is doing in the
RiverValley body. There will be no child care, but families are encouraged to
come and go as you are able. See you on the 26th!
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THIS WEEK AT RIVERVALLEY 
(Best viewed in landscape orientation on mobile devices)

 
Sunday, 9/19 
Sunday Service (Worship Center)       9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Service (Worship Center)      10:45 a.m. 
High School Youth Group                   6:00 - 8:15 p.m. 
  
Monday, 9/20 
Compassion Team Meal                           5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.     
Revelation Study                                      6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Wednesday, 9/22 
MS Youth Group                                       6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Thursday, 9/23 
Ladies Bible Study                                    9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
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GIVING UPDATE:
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YTD Giving 5/1 - 8/30/21 
Actual: $264,178.75 
Budget: $277,454 

Weekly Giving 9/6 - 9/12 /21: 
$15,478.34

Copyright © 2021 RiverValley Church, All rights reserved. 
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