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A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE 
 
SIGNS of the END  
   
A lot of people talk about the end of time these days. 
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“Is persecution coming to Christians?” 
Well, yes, and it has arrived in Afghanistan and many other countries. 
  
“Is the vaccine the mark of the beast?” 
No, it isn’t.  
  
“Is this the beginning of the end?” 
Yes, and it has been since Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives and answered the
disciples’ questions about when. 

Matthew 24:3-14: 
 “As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying,
“Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and
of the end of the age?” And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you
astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will
lead many astray. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you
are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines
and earthquakes in various places. All these are but the beginning of the birth
pains. “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you
will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. And then many will fall away
and betray one another and hate one another. And many false prophets will
arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will be increased, the
love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.
And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world
as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” Matthew 24:3-14 
  
We believe in the imminent return of Jesus Christ. What does “imminent”
mean? At any moment! We believe Jesus may return at any moment. That’s
the way we are to live. All of this trying to figure out if the end is coming next
year or the year after or in the next decade is unwarranted. Jesus said we will
be persecuted, even handed over to be put to death, and hated. Christians are
being martyred for their faith all over the world. Statistics vary, but a low number
I’m confident in is that 10,000 Christians die every year for their faith.    

Aren’t Christians hated? In the US, Christians are now hated because calling
something out as wrong or against God’s plan is now considered hate by many.
Unfortunately, some of that we have earned. Treating some sins as worse than
others hasn’t helped. But Jesus warns us that, as lawlessness is increased, the
love of many will grow cold.   
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We are called to stand firm in Christ to the end. That means that people are
never our enemies, Satan is. That means that we don’t hide from Biblical truths,
but we are never condescending nor proud when we speak it. It means that we
love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. Jesus said the world
would know us by our love for one another. We are struggling to do that as we
allow masks and vaccines to be dividing lines between those called by the
wonderful name of Jesus. And love! Is your love growing cold? The more
lawless things become, the more difficult it is to love. 

Jesus tells all us to live like this is your last year. Love the brothers as if they
may be taken away from you soon. Love the lost even when they persecute
you. All of this will not work without understanding that living in Christ gives us
His strength, His love, His power. Without the love of Christ flowing in, on, and
through us, our love will grow cold.   

So live like the Lord will return tomorrow!  
  
Pastor Dave
  

Back to top

COVID REMINDER

Just a reminder that we watch local cases in the Fox Valley, COVID is
increasing. Right now there are 7 cases in ICU at Aurora Hospital while there
were 3 two weeks ago; and the ICU at Ascension is full. We do have people at
church who have tested positive this week.

Reminder:

If you aren't feeling well, stay home.
If you have tested positive, please quarantine.
If you find out you have COVID, please let the people who you were in
close contact with at church know.
If you think you may have been exposed, we recommend you wear a
mask to protect those around you for the following two weeks.
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Masks are available at the Welcome Desk. You are always welcome to
use one.

Back to top

CONNECT IS COMING SOON

Mark your calendars! Our next Connect will be on Sunday, September 12,
from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. All ministries as well as the elders and staff will be
represented. CONNECT’s goal is for people to have the time to really check out
how to get plugged in at RVC. The hope is for people to explore the ministries,
meet the leaders, ask questions, and sign up to get connected.  It is also an
opportunity for you to have a photo taken for our church directory (HINT, HINT). 

We hope for CONNECT to be a fun way for those who come to RiverValley to
get connected. There will be opportunities to win prizes throughout the
CONNECT hour. Details on how that will work will be announced that morning.

As CONNECT will take place between services, our first service will go from
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. with childcare open until 10:15 a.m., and our second
service will start at 11:00 a.m. with childcare reopening at 10:45 a.m.     
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RVC | Men
 

On Saturday, September 11, we  invite all RVC men to
come and join us as we seek to follow Christ’s call to entrust
the faith to faithful men who will entrust the faith to faithful
men who will… You get the picture! Breakfast is at 8:00
a.m., and we finish by 10:00 a.m.
 

Back to top
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RVC | kids

Are you looking for a ministry you can grow in? We are currently looking for 3rd
thru 5th grade volunteers to learn under the current leaders. If you have a heart
to nurture and guide boys or girls into a lifelong journey with Jesus, please
contact Tracy by calling the church office (920-231-9690) or emailing her at
tracy.fettner@rvcoshkosh.com.
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NEW MEMBERS CLASS

If you have been attending RiverValley for a while and have been thinking
about becoming a member, watch for more information coming soon about a
new members class this fall. 
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FALL LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
 
Summer has sailed by, kids will be back in school soon, and it's time to get
together again! Join us Thursday, September 9, at 9:00 a.m. for an informal
time to reconnect. We will talk about our plans for Bible study. Childcare will be
provided. All ladies are welcome!
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NEW ROOTED GROUPS

New Rooted groups will start the week of September 19th. We would love for
you to sign up if: you're new to RVC, you'd like to get more involved at RVC,
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and/or you're not in a LifeGroup but would like to be. Contact Pastor Wyatt at 
wyatt.fisher@rvcoshkosh.com to sign up. 
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WANT TO HELP TRANSLATE THE BIBLE?

Have you ever wanted to be part of translating
the Bible? Well now is your chance! 

Beginning in September, RVC will be working
with Wycliffe  Bible Translators by adopting the
book of John to be translated for the GENAAT
cluster, who are an unreached people group in
Nigeria. The acronym "GENAAT" represents five
Nigerian people groups - Gwandara, Eloyi,
Numana, Alago and Arumu-Tesu. (Can you
believe there are still people who don't have a
Bible available in their own language? With over
7,000 languages in the world, there are bound to be a few!) The cost will be
$35 per verse. You will be able to sign up for a specific verse or verses. Your
first opportunity to sign up will be on Sunday, September 12, during the
CONNECT hour. 

Your prayers and gifts will help the people of the GENAAT Cluster gain access
to Scripture in languages that speak to their hearts.

Learn more about Wycliffe Bible Translators by visiting their website. 

Back to top

THIS WEEK AT RIVERVALLEY 
(Best viewed in landscape orientation on mobile devices)
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Sunday, 8/29 
    Sunday Service (Worship Center)       9:00 a.m. 
    Sunday Service (Worship Center)      10:45 a.m. 
  
Wednesday, 9/1 
   MS Youth Group                                       6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Thursday, 9/2 
   Prayer Team                                             6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  
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GIVING UPDATE:

YTD: 5/1/21 - 7/30/21 
Actual: $194,291.19 

Budgeted: $200,384.00 

Weekly Giving: 8/16/21 - 8/22/21 
$17,006.22

Copyright © 2021 RiverValley Church, All rights reserved. 
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