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A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE 
 
PRAY / COOK Challenge  
 
If you missed Sunday we launched a Pray/Cook challenge. The challenge is
simple. Pray for people around you. You may want to prayer walk your
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neighborhood, or prayer walk your halls at work. You can set aside a time to
pray for specific people that you would like to share Jesus with. Then
cook, which is simply inviting someone over for a meal or dessert or a campfire
or something. You have until the weather gets cold. 

Paul’s life was transformed by the Gospel. So much so that he said, “By the
grace of God, I am what I am.” Meaning that he was not what he once was. He
once was a persecutor of the church and a self-centered ambitious people-
pleaser. But God changed his course and transformed him from the inside out.
“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”  2 Corinthians 5:20.
We are His witnesses wherever He has placed us. You are the representative
of Christ to your neighbors, your co-workers, and in your social settings. As
ambassadors, we implore people to be reconciled to God.  

I want to challenge you to actually pray for people around your spheres of
influence. Then ask God to give you the courage to invite some of them to your
home for some fellowship around food. Be prepared to 1) Ask a lot of questions
to get to know your neighbor, 2) Be prepared to share the short version of why
you have trusted in Christ’s death for your sins, and 3) Keep it short. You want
them to feel welcome to come back as opposed to verbally dumping everything
you know on them and chasing them away. Most people want to be known, and
appreciate being asked questions and being listened to.   

I hope you’ll take up the challenge.

Pastor Dave 
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PRAY FOR AFGHANISTAN
  
“To Watch this Hurts!”  
Afghanistan Veteran Edward Graham Urges Prayer  
This excerpt taken from Billy Graham Evangelistic Association  
August 17, 2021 
  
As heartbreaking as it is for anyone to watch the chaos unfolding in Afghanistan
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right now, it’s all the more painful for those who served and sacrificed in the
country. “To watch this hurts,” admitted Edward Graham, a 16-year Army
veteran and Billy Graham’s grandson. “I spent years there and lost many
friends. There’s many Afghan people that I love.” 
  
When the United States military invaded Afghanistan in response to the 9/11
terrorist attacks, Graham was training at West Point. After graduating in 2003,
the former special operations officer spent six of eight combat deployments
there. 
  
“I watched the Taliban up close, [and] they are the very definition of evil,” he
attested. “The Afghan people are trying to flee that. They’re trying to get away.
They know the torture that’s coming.” Very few people in the country are safe
right now. American allies are a target. Women who went to work or school are
considered a threat. Children are at risk. And Christians—who already had to
practice their faith in secret—now face even greater persecution. 

“Pray for peace in Afghanistan that man could never bring about. … My hope
has never been in man. It’s in Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior, alone.” —
Edward Graham 

“If anyone knows they are Christians, they will be marked, hunted and killed,”
said Graham, who met members of the underground church during his time in
Afghanistan. “The Taliban has no acceptance for any faith outside of their
militant form of Islam.”  Knowing just how dire the situation is in this country, the
former Army Ranger is praying for a miracle. 

How You Can Pray for Afghanistan

Pray for the safety and salvation of the Afghan people.
Pray for persecuted Christians in Afghanistan.
Pray for a peaceful pathway that would allow people to escape.
Pray for countries accepting and resettling refugees.
Pray for the fall of the Taliban.
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CONNECT IS COMING SOON
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Mark your calendars! Our next Connect will be on Sunday, September 12,
from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. All ministries as well as the elders and staff will be
represented. CONNECT’s goal is for people to have the time to really check out
how to get plugged in at RVC. The hope is for people to explore the ministries,
meet the leaders, ask questions, and sign up to get connected.  It is also an
opportunity for you to have a photo taken for our church directory (HINT, HINT). 

We hope for CONNECT to be a fun way for those who come to RiverValley to
get connected. There will be opportunities to win prizes throughout the
CONNECT hour. Details on how that will work will be announced that morning.

As CONNECT will take place between services, our first service will go from
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. with childcare open until 10:15 a.m., and our second
service will start at 11:00 a.m. with childcare reopening at 10:45 a.m.     
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FALL LADIES BIBLE STUDY 
 
Summer has sailed by, kids will be back in school soon, and it's time to get
together again! Join us Thursday, September 9, at 9:00 a.m. for an informal
time to reconnect. We will talk about our plans for Bible study. Childcare will be
provided. All ladies are welcome!
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NEW ROOTED GROUPS

New Rooted groups will start the week of Septemer 19th. Sign up if: you're new
to RVC, you'd like to get more involved at RVC, and/or you're not in a
LifeGroup but would like to be. Contact Pastor Wyatt at
wyatt.fisher@rvcoshkosh.com to sign up. 
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ELEVATOR OUT OF ORDER

For those of you who may have missed our earlier announcement, our elevator
is currently out of order. We're hoping this will be for only a
three- or four-week period of time. However, that will
depend on availability of parts for repair, which have been
ordered. We apologize for the inconvenience and will
announce when it is up and running again. If you are
unable to get to the Worship Center, we do have seating in
the Café or Library where the service is live streamed. 
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WANT TO HELP TRANSLATE THE BIBLE?

Have you ever wanted to be part of translating the Bible? Well now is your
chance! 

Beginning in September, RVC will be working with Wycliffe Bible Translators by
adopting the book of John to be translated for the GENAAT cluster, who are an
unreached people group in Nigeria. The acronym "GENAAT" represents five
Nigerian people groups - Gwandara, Eloyi, Numana, Alago and Arumu-Tesu.
(Can you believe there are still people who don't have a Bible available in their
own language? With over 7,000 languages in the world, there are bound to be
a few!) The cost will be $35 per verse. You will be able to sign up for a specific
verse or verses. Your first opportunity to sign up will be on Sunday, September
12, during the CONNECT hour. 

Your prayers and gifts will help the people of the GENAAT Cluster gain access
to Scripture in languages that speak to their hearts.
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Learn more about Wycliffe Bible Translators by visiting their website. 
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MEAL TRAIN MINISTRY

We are always looking for people to join the Meal Train ministry. This ministry
provides meals for those who are celebrating the birth of a child or facing a
temporary hardship. If you are interested in being added to this ministry, please
email Amy Wojtowski at amy.wojtowski@gmail.com.
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MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 

Last Saturday our dear friend and brother Gary Eck went to be with the Lord.
The visitation and service will be this Saturday, August 21, as follows: 

Visitation at Konrad-Behlman Funeral Homes 
100 Lake Pointe Drive, Oshkosh 
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Memorial Service 
RiverValley Church 
5:00 p.m. 

Light Dinner Reception 
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RiverValley Church 
6:00 p.m. 
  
You can view Gary's obituary here.  

Your prayers and comfort are appreciated. If you
would like to send a card, you may send it to the
church (1331 High Avenue, Oshkosh, WI 54901),
and we will get it to the family. 
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THIS WEEK AT RIVERVALLEY 
(Best viewed in landscape orientation on mobile devices)

 
Sunday, 8/22 
    Sunday Service (Worship Center)       9:00 a.m. 
    Sunday Service (Worship Center)      10:45 a.m. 
  
Tuesday, 8/24 
   Elder Meeting                                           6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
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GIVING UPDATE:

YTD: 5/1/21 - 7/30/21 
Actual: $194,291.19 

Budgeted: $200,384.00 

Weekly Giving: 8/9/21 - 8/15/21 
$19,967.37
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Copyright © 2021 RiverValley Church, All rights reserved. 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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