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A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE
I have been thinking a lot about Jesus’ call to “follow me”. We talk often about
living for Jesus but not as much about dying for him. I read the following article
in Voice of the Martyrs special report and thought what a powerful example it is
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of being willing to lay our lives down and the power to forgive.
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--Pastor Dave

A Memorable Meeting with an Ethiopian Christian
As the pastor told the story of how he
was beaten and imprisoned after
leaving Islam and placing his faith in
Jesus Christ, the evangelist who had
brought us to meet him smiled and
listened intently.
Near the end of the interview, the two
men stood side by side, Haji’s arm
draped loosely around the evangelist’s
shoulder.

Then

the

pastor

said

something I’ll never forget: “I used to
beat him.”
What?
“I used to beat him.” Pastor Haji then explained that before coming to know
Christ, he had been a committed, radical Muslim. He had led other young
Muslims in attacks on Christians, especially those who shared the gospel, and
speciﬁcally the man with whom he was now standing.
Despite the beatings, the evangelist had refused to hate his attackers, instead
offering blessings and love. Haji had no answer for such a response. How could
a man you were beating show love for you?
Eventually, that message of love and forgiveness softened Haji’s hate-ﬁlled
heart and he became a follower of Christ. Then, predictably, the Muslims he
had once led in attacks on Christians turned on him, and in turn, he found
himself walking in his mentor’s footsteps, showing love and forgiveness to his
persecutors.
In the years since my visit with Pastor Haji, persecution against Christians has
increased signiﬁcantly in Ethiopia. Whether the motivation is radical Islam or

Subscribe

other false teachings, the result is the same: Homes are burned, churches are
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destroyed and our brothers and sisters in Christ are beaten and even killed for
professing faith in Christ.
As you read this important update on Ethiopia, I hope you will join me in praying
that God will sustain and encourage Christians there. And please pray that
many who are persecutors today will, like Pastor Haji, become bold witnesses
for Christ tomorrow.
Taken from Voice of the Martyrs, article by Todd Nettleton
www.persecution.com
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RVC BODY SERVICE NEEDS
We often hear about needs in the body that could use some help. So, we
thought we might periodically share some of those needs and areas to serve
that are current. Listed below are areas where you could serve someone.
Respite Provider
We have a number of families that are foster parents and many are adoptive
parents, as well. From time to time, they need a break with one of their foster
kids. If you’d be interested in taking a child for a respite, they need your
help. There are some hoops to jump through, but this will serve parents who
are taking a frontline approach to making sure every child knows they are
wanted. If you'd like to help, email the ofﬁce with "Serve/respite" on the subject
line (or call 920-231-9690).
Helping Hands
Helping Hands is a ministry of people who have signed up to give a helping
hand. They might do yardwork for an older couple. They might repair something
for a single mom. They might mow a lawn for someone who is sick. If you’d like
to be a part of that, email the ofﬁce with "Serve/helping hands" on the subject
line.
Prison Ministry
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We have
a few people interested in prison ministry. We are waiting for the
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prisons to open up and then a few people are going to explore what is
available. Interested? Email us with "Serve/prison" on the subject line.
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RVC | Men
RVC | Men will meet on Saturday, June 12, for the last time until fall.
As you already know, we've retooled the Saturday men’s
group with a focus on disciple-making. Jesus was very
clear in calling all of us to make disciples, yet it remains
an elusive activity to the modern church. Recently, we
shared the “Next Steps” of making disciples. This
Saturday, June 12, we invite all RVC men to join us one
last time before summer as we seek to follow Christ’s
call to entrust the faith to faithful men who will entrust the
faith to faithful men who will… You get the picture! Breakfast is at 8:00 a.m.,
and we ﬁnish by 10:00 a.m.
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RVC | kids
We have some amazing college students who serve in the RVC | kids ministry
on Sunday mornings, and many of them have gone home for the summer. In
their absence, we are asking for help in a couple of areas:
Greeters
We need help ﬁrst and second service. This includes greeting parents,
gathering classrooms of kids for the Big God Story, and being a runner for
classroom leaders. If you are interested, please pick up an application at the
Family First table.
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This includes greeting parents, interacting with students, practicing the memory
verse, games, crafts, and lots of laughter and fun!
You do not have to commit to every Sunday, but we are asking for a
commitment of at least once per month.
If you are able to serve in this way, please pick up an application at the
Family First table.
Serving Students Ministry
This ministry was created for 6th-12th grade students who want to serve with
kids on Sunday morning. If you have a student who is interested in joining this
team, please have them pick up a Serving Student Application Form at the
Family First table and return upon completion.
RVC| kids Ministry is looking for Storytellers
Do you love to read to young children? Are you expressive and creative in
storytelling? This may be just the right ﬁt for you! The main purpose of the
storyteller is to know the Bible story and tell it to the children. This can be done
through skits, role play, books, orally, etc. We have a curriculum we follow with
a timeline of sequential stories. This commitment includes 20 minutes per
service at least once per month. There are two separate age groups for this
volunteer position: two/three year olds and four/seven year olds. If you are
interested,
please
connect
at tracy.fettner@rvcoshkosh.com.

with

Tracy

Fettner
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COMPASSION TEAM FREEWILL RUMMAGE SALE
The Compassion Team is heading up a freewill (take what you need, pay what
you can) church rummage sale on Saturday, June 19, from 8:00 a.m. - 1:00
p.m. Check your basement and garage for those forgotten treasures!
Here's what you need to know:
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Accepted items:
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books (no water damaged books)
housewares
seasonal items (Easter, Christmas, etc.)
small chairs
end tables
coffee tables
small, working appliances
NOT accepted items:
large appliances
TV's
air conditioners
couches
oversized chairs
non-working items
Church drop-off dates and times:
Saturday, June 12, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, June 16, 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, June 17, 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
RiverValley youth will be running a concession stand the day of the rummage.
Proceeds will be used for retreat scholarships.
All proceeds from the rummage sale will go to the Christine Ann Center.
Contact Mary Lee with questions (920-379-3371).
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DEDICATIONS
Dedications are scheduled for next Sunday, June 20. Please contact the church
ofﬁce at info@rvcoshkosh.com (if you have not done so already) if you would
like to have your child dedicated.
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CHURCH PICNIC -- VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Mark your calendars for the RVC Church Picnic on July 11th at Menominee
Park - Shelter #1. We'll have one worship service at 10:00 a.m. that morning
with food, baptisms, and games to follow.
If you're able to help on any of the teams, please write your name and team on
the fellowship pad:
1) set-up
2) food: serving, set-up, clean-up
3) grilling
4) assisting with games
4) clean-up and/or return tables, etc. to church
Please plan on bringing your own chairs for you and your family. We will not be
providing chairs as we have in the past.
Feel free to email info@rvcoshkosh.com to sign up or with any questions.
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TEMPORARY LIVESTREAM PAUSE
We will be making some necessary updates to our livestream in the near
future. In order to ensure a smooth process with the updates, we've decided to
pause the livestream for two Sundays. This will allow our tech team plenty of
time to make the updates and get us back up and running smoothly. We're so
grateful for the tech team and the way they serve here at RVC. The temporary
pause of the livestream will be on Sunday, July 4, and Sunday, July 11.
Thank you for your patience and understanding!
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NO PRAYER & PRAISE UNTIL FALL
There will not be any Prayer & Praise services until September, but we look
forward to resuming them with you then.
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DWELLING 2:22 -- SAVE THE DATE
Rachel Nehring, a recent graduate of Valley Christian, will have her ﬁrst-ever
professional appearance and sing a variety of songs for us. Rachel has been in
musicals and led worship locally.
Fri, June 18, 2021
7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Local recording artist and worship leader Jedidiah Tuyls will bring his unique
sound to the stage.
Fri, July 16, 2021
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Rockin' Psalms brings their upbeat, rocking version of the Psalms back to
Dwelling for a return engagement!
Fri, August 20, 2021
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM
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THIS WEEK AT RIVERVALLEY
(Best viewed in landscape orientation on mobile devices)
Sunday, 6/13
Sunday Service (Worship Center)
Sunday Service (Worship Center)
High School Youth Group

9:00 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 6/16
Middle School Youth Group

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Thursday, 6/17
Apologetics Study
Prayer Team

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, 6/19
Church Rummage Sale

8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
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GIVING UPDATE:
YTD Giving 5/1/21 - 5/31/21
Actual: $68,218.70
Budget: $77,070
Weekly Giving: 5/30/21 - 6/6/21
$13,574.35

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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