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A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE 
 

Praying when you rise up and when you lie down.
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The “Shema” (Hebrew) is an affirmation of God’s singularity (Oneness). It is
recited twice every day by orthodox Jews to remind them that God is One! 

 

“The Chosen” is the TV series on the life of Christ. Sometimes, when you see
something, it sticks in your mind differently. In the episodes on the life of Jesus,
he prays before he gets out of bed and as he lies down regardless of how
exhausted he is. As I watched Jesus’ character do this every time he got up or
laid down, it struck me. If God the Son found it necessary to begin and end
every day with a focused prayer, then how much more beneficial would it be for
me? So, for the last few weeks, I have been trying to do this practice every
day. 

  
Orthodox Jews recite the Shema twice every day. The Shema is, “Hear O’
Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One”. This is followed often by part of
Deuteronomy 6. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your might.” “Take to heart these instructions
with which I charge you this day. Impress them upon your children. Recite them
when you stay at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when
you get up. Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them serve as a symbol
on your forehead, inscribe them on the doorposts of your house and on your
gates.”

 

The Shema is often followed by other readings and blessings. Here’s the
blessing I found that I read sometimes (other times I just simply thank God for
the day or night’s sleep. I am really enjoying the fact that it reminds me that I
belong to the King of the universe. I haven’t made it for a perfect week yet, but
I’m working on it):     
  
“Praised are you, Lord our God, King of the universe, creating light and
fashioning darkness, ordaining the order of all creation. “(We) shall love (you)
Lord (our) God with all (our) heart and with all (our) soul and with all (our)
might.”  ( ) mine. 
  
You illumine the world and its creatures with mercy; in Your goodness, day after
day You renew Creation. How manifold Your works, O Lord; with wisdom You
fashioned them all. The earth abounds with Your creations. Uniquely exalted
since earliest time, enthroned on praise and prominence since the world began,
eternal God, with Your praise and prominence since the world began, eternal
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God, with Your manifold mercies continue to love us, our Pillar of strength,
protective Rock, sheltering Shield, sustaining Stronghold. 

Our praiseworthy God with vast understanding fashioned the rays of the sun.
The good light He created reflects His splendor; radiant lights surround His
throne. His heavenly servants in holiness exalt the Almighty, constantly
recounted His sacred glory. Praise shall be Yours, Lord our God, for Your
wondrous works, for the lights You have fashioned, the sun and the moon
which reflect Your glory. 
  
Our Rock, our Redeemer, our King, Creator of holy beings, You shall be
praised forever. You fashion angelic spirits to serve You; beyond the heavens,
they all await Your command. In chorus they proclaim with reverence words of
the living God, eternal King. Adoring, beloved, and choice are they all, in awe
fulfilling their Creator’s will. In purity and sanctity they raise their voices in song
and psalm, extolling and exalting, declaring the power, praise, holiness, and
majesty of God, the great, mighty, awesome King, the Holy One. One to
another they vow loyalty to God’s kingship, one to another they join to hallow
their Creator with serenity, pure speech, and sacred song, in unison chanting
with reverence:

  
‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord. The whole world is filled with His glory.
AMEN’”

 

Back to top

RVC | MEN MEET ON MAY 8TH 
 

RVC | Men: Discipleship - As you already know, we're
retooling the Saturday men’s group with a focus on
disciple-making. Jesus was very clear in calling all of us
to make disciples, yet it remains an elusive activity to the
modern church. Recently, we shared the “Next Steps” of
making disciples. We invite all RVC men to join us this
Saturday as we seek to follow Christ’s call to entrust the

faith to faithful men who will entrust the faith to faithful men who will… You get
the picture! Breakfast is at 8:00 a.m., and we finish by 10:00 a.m. 
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After RVC | Men is finished we're looking for a few good men (8 - 10) that could
help with RVC yard cleanup for about 60 - 90 minutes. If you're willing and
available, bring a rake or shovel if you can.

Back to top

GRADUATING SENIORS
 
RiverValley Church would like to recognize all graduating high school
seniors.  We don't want to miss out on helping any students celebrate this
momentous event! If you have a senior graduating this year, please let
Steven know at steven.blader@rvcoshkosh.com by Sunday, May 23.  

Back to top

ASIA FRONTIER OUTREACH JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 
Asia  Frontier Outreach (AFO) exists  "to see every
tribe in SE Asia liberated   from spiritual & physical
oppression". Their mission is to partner with SE
Asian believers through the indigenous church to
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to care for
vulnerable children, and build up families.
RiverValley Church provides financial support to Asia Frontier Outreach, and
Pastor Wyatt is on the board.  

AFO is currently looking to hire a remote  administrative assistant for
approximately 8-12 hours per week. If you or somebody you know is interested,
please contact Pastor Wyatt at wyatt.fisher@rvcoshkosh.com.  

Back to top
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MASKS IN LIBRARY 
 
We want everyone to feel safe and comfortable while worshipping at
RiverValley so we have designated the Library as a "mask only" space. Please
only use this space if you intend to wear a mask. 
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COMPASSION TEAM 
 
The Compassion Team would like to reach out to the church body to see if
there are things that people need help with--an extra hand around the
house/yard, a ride, a delivery.  If there's something we can help with, text Jeff at
(920) 422-8167.  

Back to top

GOSPEL CHOIR CONCERT MAY 8TH 
 

Dr. Alphonso Simpson, Jr., is the Program Director
of African American Studies and an Associate
Professor of Sociology at the University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh.  Once again, he brings his
Divine Voices of the Valley (DVOV) gospel choir to

RiverValley Church. DVOV's purpose is "to contribute to the cultural,
educational, and the spiritual life of its participants, the University of Wisconsin
Oshkosh student body, faculty, staff, and communities throughout the state and
nation... Moreover, the purpose of this organization shall be to promote an
interest in Gospel and inspirational music and to provide an environment where
the interest can be nurtured." 

Everyone is welcome, and families are encouraged to attend this lively event!
The concert begins at 6:30 p.m. this Saturday, May 8. 
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Back to top

NEW BABIES 
 

We are thrilled to welcome lots of  new babies  to our RiverValley family!  We
celebrate the following babies and their families. May God's blessings be theirs
during this exciting time! 
 

2020 
Pace, born in April to Sean & Courtney Wise 
Katherine, born in May to Kaleb & Karen Ranker 
Ada, born in June to Andy & Meredith Resop and proud big sister Cece 
Lavenia, born in June to Colins & Rebecca Bocinsky and proud big siblings
Novalie, Ephraim, & Abraham 
Cliff, born in December to Connor & Jackie Martin 

2021 
Camille, born in January to Tim & Haley Heinen and proud big brothers
Charlie, Theodore, & Henry 
Nathaniel, born in February to Jonah & Lauren Vandenberg  
Elsie, born in April to Tim & Vicki Rhine and proud big sister Nora 

If we have missed any new babies, it wasn't intentional--we just didn't know
about them. Please do let us know if you have a new baby we didn't list so we
can celebrate them, too, and update our records. 

Also, baby dedications are scheduled for May 16th and June 20th. Please
contact the church office at info@rvcoshkosh.com (if you have not done so
already) if you would like to have your baby dedicated.  

 

Back to top

RVC | kids 
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All 3rd-5th graders are welcome to attend a time of fun and fellowship on
Saturday, May 15, from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. (lunch following). Please RSVP
by May 10th (tracy.fettner@rvcoshkosh.com).

New families and returning families are a blessing. With many families come
young children. As our kids' ministry grows, we need our volunteer list to grow.
If you are able to help and serve in this way, please reach out to Tracy. 

Back to top

RVC | Family 
 

Peter commanded all believers to be ready to give an answer to others when
people ask us about our faith. In 1 Peter 3:15, the word “answer” is the word
apologia, which means “a reasoned statement or argument.” Obeying this
command means speaking the truth in love as we represent our Lord no matter
where we are whether at work, at school, or out in our neighborhood. In order
to be prepared, we’ve got to know what we believe and why we believe it. We
invite you to join us for…

Bridging the GAP...

…Between knowing what you believe and knowing why you believe it
…Between knowing your kids will be challenged in their faith and knowing
how to prepare them to face those challenges
…Between knowing there are tough questions and knowing how to
address them

Bridging the GAP Apologetics Class  

RVC will be hosting an apologetics class on Thursday evenings from 6:00 p.m.
- 8:00 p.m. this summer starting on June 3rd and running through August
19th. We will be using the book Keeping Your Kids on God’s Side by Natasha
Crain.  For more information or to sign up, please contact Tracy Fettner. 

Back to top
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THIS WEEK AT RIVERVALLEY 
(Best viewed in landscape orientation on mobile devices)

 
Sunday, 5/9 
     Sunday Service (Worship Center)      9:00 a.m. 
     Sunday Service (Worship Center)      10:45 a.m. 
     High School Youth Group                    6:00 p.m. 
       
Tuesday, 5/11 
      Compassion Team                               6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, 5/12 
     Ladies Bible Study                              9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.        
     Middle School Youth Group                6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
            
Thursday, 5/13 
     Ladies Bible Study                              9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
     
Saturday, 5/15 
     3rd-5th Grade Connect                       9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
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GIVING UPDATE:
 

YTD Giving 5/1/20 - 4/30/21 
Actual: $801,609.76 
Budget:: $694,928 

Weekly Giving: 4/26/21 - 5/2/21 
$17,782.76
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Copyright © 2021 RiverValley Church, All rights reserved. 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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