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A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE 
 
I am reading a book by Abdu Murray called Saving Truth. In it he describes the
way many people look at truth today. In 2016, the Oxford Dictionaries choose
the word “post-truth” to represent the culture’s current mood. According to
Oxford Dictionaries, post-truth means “relating to or denoting circumstances in
which objective facts are less influential in shaping public opinion than appeals
to emotion and personal belief”.  
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He then describes “soft” and “hard” post-truth positions. In “soft” post-truth, truth
exists, but we don’t care if it gets in the way of our personal preferences. In
“hard” post-truth, there is a willingness to propagate blatant falsehoods
because it serves an agenda. 

This is what we have been watching in politics as both sides have used
information that was later proved false, but it served their agenda. Since truth
and, for that matter, integrity are trumped by agendas, truth is taking a
backseat. This has contributed heavily to the sense of confusion that the
common people have when it comes to believing what governments say or
what we are told is the science behind things. 

Murray goes on to say, “If the evidence fits our preferences and opinions, then
all is well and good. If it doesn’t, then the evidence is deemed inadmissible or
offensive, with offense being the solvent against otherwise sound arguments.”
(pg. 14)   

Wow, there it is. If you don’t agree with my agenda, then you are a bully and
nothing you say matters. That may be the mood of our culture, but truth still
matters. There is a resonance that truth strikes in our souls. I believe there is a
dissonance in our souls when we try to hold things that are blatantly false.
Whether the world around us lives in integrity and truth, the followers of Jesus
must.     

In chapter two he suggests that Christians have made two compromises.

1. Christians have compromised the clarity of Scripture for the sake of
acceptance and to avoid conflict. I can’t tell you how many times
people have asked me, “Is the Bible really against homosexuals?” The
very question gives away that they have accepted the questions that
culture is forming to undermine Scripture. It reveals a lack of conviction
and knowledge of the Word of God. The Bible isn’t against homosexuals.
It was written for all sinners. Sinners like you and me and other sinners. It
is written for the reaching of hearts and minds with the redeeming love of
Christ. And, yes, acting out same sex attractions is clearly called a sin in
the Scripture. You don’t need me for this--just read the Book. 
 

2. Christians have also indulged in the practice of vilifying those with
whom we disagree. It is very easy to get swept into the battle of half-
truths. As we feel the press and manipulation of details and false facts,
we are forced to deal with our own disappointment and anger. Scripture is
always clear that we must control our anger.     “Be angry and sin not.”
(Ephesians 4:26)   “Fools give full vent to their rage, but the wise bring
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calm in the end.”  (Proverbs 29:11)  We must not be swept into the tactics
of the world. Jesus told us to love our enemies and to pray for our
persecutors. (Matthew 5:44)

Here are some conclusions I shared at staff meeting this past week as we talk
about culture and how to respond.  
  
How do we need to respond?

1. We need to disagree without being disagreeable
a. Compassion, forgiveness, and reconciliation should mark our talk
b. Be salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13)

2. We need to act in grace--not react in anger
a. “If there is a word other than confused to describe our current

cultural mood it has to be angry.”  (page 36)
b. Constrain anger (Proverbs 29:8,11)

3. We must not vilify opponents. We must speak truth and not hearsay.

We may breathe this cultural air and swim in the same sea of humanity, but we
are bought with a price. We live for a different kingdom and a different agenda.
Murray said, “A Christian is a mind through which Christ thinks, a heart through
which Christ loves, a mouth through which Christ speaks, hands through which
Christ helps.” (page 44) AMEN. 

  
Back to top

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE UPDATE: APRIL 2 @ 6:00 P.M.
We are having a Good Friday service on Friday, April 2, at 6:00 p.m. The
service will consist of music, an account of the crucifixion, and an opportunity to
respond to the cross by nailing your sins (symbolically) to the cross. The
service is intended to help you understand both the significance and the power
of the death of Jesus on the cross. We have child care for infant through five
years old.  

PARENTAL WARNING!!! During the service, images from the movie  The
Passion of the Christ  will be shown. Because of the graphic nature of the
crucifixion scenes, we suggest parents use their own judgment. We suggest
ages 10 and above. 

FYI - we will NOT be streaming this service. 
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PLEASE NOTE YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE CHANGE  
 
Due to Sunday being Easter, the high school youth group will not meet this
week. However, middle school youth group will still meet as usual on
Wednesday evening.   

  
Back to top

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: APRIL 25 
 
Our Annual Congregational Meeting will follow second service on Sunday, April
25.  We will be approving a new budget.  We will also be affirming and
welcoming our new members: 

Matthew & Beth Asselin 
Brian & Margaret Breuer 
Jerod & Julie Felix 
Brian & Noah Fettner 
Jeremy & Heidi Johnston 
Chad & Margaret Leachman
Shawn & Stacy Mains 
Brad & Heather Potts 
Micah & Emily Springstroh 
Tiffany Thrun 
Ken & Carrie Walter   

In addition, we will be affirming two new elders: Jeremy Johnston and Stephen
Marrano as Ben Prevost and Eric Leinen will be taking the recommended break
from serving as elders. Thanks for your ministry and leadership, Eric and Ben.
   

Back to top

EASTER BREAKFAST--IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO SIGN UP!  
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On Easter Sunday, April 4, the Café will be open for breakfast from 7:30 a.m. to
8:45 a.m. It will be free. If you haven’t reserved your place, contact Amy
Wojtowski (amy.wojtowski@gmail.com or call/text at 920-203-6616) with name
and how many.   

  
Back to top

EASTER SERVICES: APRIL 4 @ 9:00 A.M. AND 10:45 A.M. 
 
On Easter morning, we will have two services at our current normal times. We
will have the overflow available in case all seats are filled in the Worship
Center. The first service is always our most attended so, if you want a seat, you
might consider coming to second service.  

  
Back to top

RVC | kids 
 

I was thinking of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. There were many
people in that town due to the Passover. As Jesus rode into Jerusalem, so
many people stood around rejoicing crying out Hosanna, Hosanna in the
highest, and laying their coats down before Jesus. You see, they had this idea
of who Jesus was in their mind, someone who was going to come and save
them from the many kingdoms of the world. The Kingdom of God meant
something different than the kingdom of Rome and the kingdom of Herod. Still,
these people saw their messiah as a great military leader and a great political
leader that would free them from the oppression of the Roman Empire. 
  
I wonder how many times I have thought Jesus to be “my” messiah who would
save me from worldly oppressions, political and social. I wondered if I chose to
follow Jesus that He would make my life easier, better.  I have thought about
Jesus being who I want Him to be in my life, not realizing that some times
(more times than I would like to admit) I think about how He fits into my life
rather than how I am to be a vessel for Him, how I am to live my life to bring
glory and honor to Him. Sad to say, I sometimes need reminders that it isn’t
about me but about Jesus and how my life can bring Him glory when I live for
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Him. I can admit that, much like the people of Jerusalem, I had my idea of what
Jesus was going to do to make my life better. While I will continue to see
political unrest and social issues escalate, I can be at peace knowing I serve
King Jesus.  

Be blessed this day. 
  
Tracy 
  

Serving Students Ministry - 6th-12thgraders 

RVC | kids has a vision of partnering with students in 6th-12thgrade. It is our
goal to equip students willing to serve on Sunday morning. If you have a
student that is interested in equipping young kids with the Word of God and
would like to learn more, please attend the training on Saturday, April 17, from

9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP by April 10th.  

Back to top

RVC MEN
 

RVC | Men: Discipleship - We are retooling the Saturday
men’s group with a focus on disciple-making. Jesus was
very clear in calling all of us to make disciples, yet it
remains an elusive activity to the modern church. Last
month we shared the “Next Steps” of making disciples.
This month we invite all RVC men to come and join us
on the 10th as we seek to follow Christ’s call to entrust

the faith to faithful men who will entrust the faith to faithful men who will… You
get the picture! Breakfast is at 8:00 a.m., and we finish by 10:00 a.m.

Back to top

COMPASSION TEAM CARD UPDATE
 

If you have not yet returned your cards for our police and sheriffs departments,
you can still get them back to us this Sunday. RVC's response to this project
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has been fantastic--202 cards have already been turned in. We will be able to
cover the Omro and Winneconne departments, too! 

Back to top

COMMUNITY WORSHIP CONCERT
 

Ambush is a local band with three members from RVC. They will be playing a
community worship night on Friday, April 9, at Dwelling 222 (a ministry that
hosts musicians to lead in praise and worship). Doors open at 6:00 p.m. and
the worship concert starts at 7:00 p.m. Dwelling 222 is located in Calvary
Sunrise Church: 222 Church Avenue., Oshkosh, WI 54901. Admission is free.
For more information contact Mike Braun (920- 267-7707 or
mikebraun@dwelling222.net). 
 

Back to top

THIS WEEK AT RIVERVALLEY 
(Best viewed in landscape orientation on mobile devices)

 
Sunday, 4/4 
     Sunday Service (Worship Center)       9:00 a.m. 
     Sunday Service (Worship Center)      10:45 a.m. 
       
Wednesday, 4/7 
      Middle School Youth Group                 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
            
Thursday, 4/8 
     Ladies Bible Study                               9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
     Ladies Bible Study                               6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday, 4/10 
     RVC Men                                             8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
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GIVING UPDATE:
 

YTD Giving 5/1/20 - 3/31/21 
Actual: $733,717.80 
Budget: $641,472.00

Weekly Giving: 3/22/21 - 3/28/21 
$15,760.80 
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