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A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE

“Holiness as a behavior is a result of belonging to God as a position.” 
  
This past Sunday I made a statement that came to me as I was practicing the
sermon. I am convinced that it was the Holy Spirit, because it’s way over my
head in origin. The statement was “Holiness as a behavior is a result of
belonging to God as a position.” 
  
In the Scriptures we are told that we, in our fleshly (original) condition, cannot
please God. 
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1 Corinthians 2:14 
“The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually
discerned.”  
  
Galatians 5:16-18   
“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For
the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing
the things you want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the
law.”  
  
When we come to faith in Christ we are no longer stuck in the work of trying to
be good enough. Trying to be “good enough” carries with it disappointments
from failures and doubts about whether we actually are good enough. Most of
us know the failed work to make ourselves better. Whether it’s trying not to
worry or staying on a diet or being more patient. In all these cases, the focus is
on the behavior. Or as Galatians 5:18 said the “law”.  
  
Imagine being accepted just as you are with flaws and failures and all. Imagine
an extravagantly wealthy family adopting you and placing you in their family
with rights and privileges. No longer do you have to worry about being
accepted. You have been. No longer do you have to fear being alone. You
belong in this family. You no longer have to fear not achieving enough to get in.
The papers have been signed. You are an heir.  
  
The position we have in Christ is not tenuous. It is rock solid! Listen as a past
Arminian (the view that you lose your salvation every time you sin). That’s
gargantuan news. The position is mine. The question is whether or not I will live
in it. Many Christians live as if they are in Christ on Sundays and part of
Monday, but by Friday  they are living to please the old broken nature. If you
haven’t learned this yet, the old nature seeks pleasure that will always leave
you wanting more, not satisfied. I can live in my position, or I can try to satisfy
the desires of my flesh.  
  
The questions and focus are polar opposites. Even though I am saved I can live
in the flesh as if I’m not. The focus is on “What will make me happy” (a futile
pursuit of an unattainable goal). The questions I ask are: Can I do this and still
be saved? Can I do this thing I know is against the Scriptures and still get to
heaven? Can I follow my desires, even though I know they are not aligning with
Jesus, and still be forgiven? All of these questions presume on grace. The
Corinthians learned that grace was underserved, unearned, and free. But they
applied it without changing positions. They used it to give license to their flesh. 
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The opposite is living in our redeemed position in Christ. The focus is on
“Glorifying God” in layman’s terms living for Jesus’ agenda. The questions we
ask are: What do you want me to do, Lord? Who can I encourage in the local
body? How do I show God’s love to the lost people around me?   
  
If you are a follower of Christ you can live in this victorious position. Maybe you
remember the old chorus “I’m Yours, Lord” 
I’m yours, Lord, everything I am. 
I’m yours, Lord, everything I’ve got 
I’m yours, Lord, everything I’m not 
I want to see if I can be completely yours. 

Back to top

RVC | MEN: DISCIPLESHIP 
 
We are retooling the Saturday men’s group with a focus on disciple-making.
Jesus was very clear in calling all of us to make disciples, yet it remains an
elusive activity to the modern church. In March we will be sharing the “Next
Steps” of making disciples. We invite all RVC men to come and join us on the
13th as we seek to follow Christ’s call to entrust the faith to faithful men who will
entrust the faith to faithful men who will… You get the picture! Breakfast is at
8:00 a.m., and we finish by 10:00 a.m. 
   
  
Back to top

RVC | kids 
 

Simply Put:
Love God  

Love others

 

                                         Why serve with RVC | kids?
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“Serving in the kids area on Sunday mornings is such a blessing. I have met so
many wonderful families and volunteers. It brings me so much joy to be with the
infants and watch them interact with one another. The love of Jesus is felt
everywhere in RVC kids”. - Sarah 

“I was looking for ways to become more involved at RVC when I found out
about the need for RVC kids volunteers. As I prayed about it, I felt God nudging
me in this direction. I didn't have a large amount of experience working with
kids, I just knew I wanted to help. In my short time serving here, I’ve been so
blessed to get to know Tracy and the kids that come each week. Every Sunday
morning that I serve I leave with a reason to smile and be grateful for the time I
spent there!” - Tomi 

As you see the RVC | kids volunteers throughout the halls of RVC, give them a
thumbs up for their dedicated service to the Lord through this ministry.  

We will not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the next generation
the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done.
Psalm 78:4 

One of our goals in RVC | kids is to
provide a safe and nurturing
environment. One way we can do
that is to provide an adequate
teacher to child ratio. To run
smoothly and effectively we need
twelve volunteers per service. We
currently have six per service. As
you can see, we are in need of a
few more volunteers. If you are
willing and able to serve every
week or once a month, please
connect with  
Tracy (tracy.fettner@rvcoshkosh.com). 

Back to top

NEW MEMBERS 
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If you are interested in becoming a member at RiverValley Church, the process
is to take a class called New Members Class, which lasts six weeks. Then if
you decide to be a new member, there will be an elder interview. (Don't worry,
they are pretty nice.) We plan to have our next class in the fall unless we have
enough people who would like to do one earlier than that. If you are interested,
please contact the church office (231-9690 or email info@rvcoshkosh.com). 
 

Back to top

MUSEUM PARKING 
 

The Oshkosh Public Museum staff has given us permission to use their parking
lot as overflow parking, if needed. Please remember that parking is permitted
only in marked, unrestricted stalls and driveways must not be blocked.  
 

Back to top

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
 

There is a missional need in our area March 23-26.  
  
NCFCA (National Christian Forensics and Communicators Association) needs
judges for an upcoming tournament! 
  
To hold its yearly forensics tournament, NCFCA needs 150 community
members willing to give three hours of time to come judge a round of
speech or debate.  
  
Do you know someone who would be able to come judge at an in-person
tournament? 
  
Here are the details: 
·        March 23-26 (greatest need is March 24 and 25) 
·        Location: Calvary Bible Church,1450 Oakridge Road, Neenah 
·        Commitment: approximately 3 hours 
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·        What will you do? You’ll
watch a brief training video prior to
the tournament, observe a speech
or debate round at Calvary Bible
Church, and fill out ballots
(feedback) for the students. 
·        Volunteers choose time slots
according to their availability.  
  
Who makes a good judge? Any
adult with a heart to encourage
young people! We value feedback
from people of all ages and
experiences. 
  
Do you know a college student
who needs community service
hours? Validation of community
service hours is available upon
request. 
  
To volunteer, go here: https://ncfca.org/judge-a-tournament/  
·        Click on "Find a Tournament." 
·        Click on “In-Person” 
·        Scroll down to the Neenah, WI tournament and click “Volunteer” 
  
Prefer not to register online? Please call/email one of the following tournament
administrators. Leave your name and phone number, as well as an indication
you’d like to judge. 
·        Heather Neumann: heather@lastingimpact.info; 563.663.5120 
·        Lori Rush:  neenahjudges@ncfca.org; 920.216.6965 
 

Back to top

THIS WEEK AT RIVERVALLEY 
(Best viewed in landscape orientation on mobile devices)

 
Sunday, 3/7 
     Sunday Service (Worship Center)       9:00 a.m. 
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     Sunday Service (Worship Center)      10:45 a.m. 
      High School Youth Group                    6:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. 

Tuesday, 3/9 
     Compassion Team                               6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
       
Wednesday, 3/10 
     Middle School Youth Group                 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
            
Thursday, 3/11 
     Ladies Bible Study (Café)                    9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
     Ladies Bible Study (Library)                 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday, 3/13 
     RVC Men                                             8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
     

 
Back to top

GIVING UPDATE:
 

YTD Giving 5/1/20 - 2/28/21 
Actual: $643,028.35 
Budget: $588,016 

Weekly Giving 2/22 - 2/28/21  
$23,308.25

Copyright © 2021 RiverValley Church, All rights reserved. 
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