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A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE

When people feel anxious and unstable for a long time they become one of two things: angry or
isolated. The longer the toxic political rhetoric continued, the less I turned on the news. I have
tried to avoid the constant angry banter. Still I find that I can be on the verge of bursting forth in
wrath in a heartbeat. Jesus taught us about the end…. 
  
“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all
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nations for my name's sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one
another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will
be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.
And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to
all nations, and then the end will come.”   Matt.24:9-14 
  
This text is part of a message Jesus gave about the end times. He just finished talking about
wars and rumors of wars, of earthquakes and calamities. Here He talks about divisions and false
messengers. I know many of us feel that we are closer and closer to the end all the time. But I
don’t want you to miss the end. Those who endure to the end… Those who proclaim Christ to
the very end...  this is the call. 
  
We live in times that feel like, at any moment, you could be betrayed by a friend. Not unto death,
but it seems that our friendship is not strong enough to cover different opinions on politics or
masks or social justice. The text says that, as lawlessness increases, the love of many will grow
cold. “The love of many” didn’t mean to include the church. We can never stop loving nor stop
turning the other cheek. We don’t love because people are nice to us, we love because Jesus
loved us. He loved us and modeled loving those who cursed, beat, and ultimately killed Him. 
  
Our job isn’t done. And it may get more difficult. More costly. Our job is to proclaim the gospel to
the ends of the earth until the Lord returns. It doesn’t say “proclaim the gospel unless it’s
difficult”. I say this because many people think the changing of times means the end of our lives.
Actually, it may mean the end of our prosperity, our freedoms, and our easy, comfortable
lifestyles. But it doesn’t mean the end of our lives. Especially if we live to make Jesus known. In
that case, it’s just getting interesting. 

Please Note: We need kids volunteers to return. In the last few weeks, we have jumped from
about 15 kids per service to 40, and the number seems to go up every week. We know many of
you are returning, and we are grateful for your return. However, we want to provide a good, safe
environment for kids in our ministry and that takes volunteers. We have had a number of college
students join the RVC | kids ministry team. Thanks! We really appreciate your hearts for ministry
and commitment to our body. Now we need the parents and other volunteers who are ready to
return. We will keep you posted on our needs and on our progress.   
  

Back to top

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
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Back to top

RVC | MEN: DISCIPLESHIP 
 
We are retooling the Saturday men’s group with a focus on
disciple-making. Jesus was very clear in calling all of us to make
disciples, yet it remains an elusive activity to the modern church.
This month we will be sharing the “Next Steps” of making
disciples. We invite all RVC men to come and join us this
Saturday (the 13th) as we seek to follow Christ’s call to entrust
the faith to faithful men who will entrust the faith to faithful men
who will… You get the picture! Breakfast is at 8:00 a.m., and we finish by 10:00 a.m. 

  
Back to top

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE: APRIL 2 @ 6:00 P.M. 
 
We are planning a Good Friday Service this year on April 2 at 6:00 p.m. The service will consist
of music, an account of the crucifixion, and an opportunity to respond to the cross by nailing your
sins (symbolically) to the cross. The service is intended to help you both understand the
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significance and power of the death of Jesus on the cross. We will keep you posted on details
like child care. With so many people returning, we have more kids than volunteers right now.   

  
Back to top

EASTER SERVICE: APRIL 4 @ 9:00 A.M. AND 10:45 A.M. 
 
On Easter morning, we will have two services at our current normal times. We will have the
overflow available in case all seats are filled in the Worship Center. The first service is always
our most attended so, if you want a seat, you might consider coming to second service.  

  
Back to top

RVC | kids 
 

Moments in Ministry  

During Sunday School, when the big God Story is being presented, we sit as a group. At the
onset of quieting down, this conversation was taking place: 

Volunteer (to a single child): Hi. I am so glad you are here. What is your name? My name is
Tracy. 
Child #1: No, your name is Ms. Tracy. 
Child #2: No, she is Mrs. Tracy. She is married. 
Child #1 (with finger on chin, looking pensive): I have been wondering if you can have a baby if
you are not married. 
Child #2 (with a matter-of-fact attitude): I think you can, because my friend’s dad moved out, and
my friend’s mom is having a baby. 

First of all, welcome to the joy of working with kids. You never know what they might say, ask, or
do. 

How would you answer this question? Would you pretend it wasn’t asked? Would you answer
more than the child asked? Or would you sweat a lot, turn red, and stutter out some half-truth?
Know, however you respond, the child will continue to wonder and eventually find an answer
somewhere. How can you be better prepared to answer such questions, not only with children
but with adults, as well? 
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So, how was this addressed, you wonder? 

Like most, in the moment, it is hard to know what to say, so having a personal devotion time and
prayer time really helps discern the Holy Spirit’s leading. So, as you can imagine, emergency
prayers were said. And, finally, knowing the question had to be addressed: 

Volunteer: Well, we all live on Earth, but not everyone who lives on Earth believes in Jesus as
their Savior. They have a different view or idea. If you believe in Jesus you have a biblical view
or idea of the world. People in the world believe one way, and people who have chosen to follow
Jesus believe a different way. I wonder what your parents think and what their view or idea is?
How about when you go home, you ask your mom and dad about their view or idea. 

While that may have been addressed differently if there was a forewarning the question was
coming, I think it was handled well. The question was addressed without hiding from it or
disregarding it. It was addressed without giving too much information but enough to establish a
foundation and allow the child to feel like they can freely ask other questions. 

We recently made a switch for ages 4-8 years in our Sunday morning curriculum (Answers in
Genesis). Not only does this curriculum partner with Seeds Family worship, which we use for our
worship time, it equips kids with a solid answer to skeptical questions. I think we can all agree
that we want the next generation to stand on the solid truth of scripture. Equipping them to think
biblically will help them see more clearly when confronted with skepticism. My heart is to give
clear answers to the children’s questions and to help our volunteers answer age appropriately,
biblically, and accurately. 

Will you partner with us in prayer and in asking the Lord if this is an area in which you might be
able to grow spiritually as you are helping children to grow spiritually? 

Volunteer testimony:

Teaching Children 
“I remember being asked to help teach children in Sunday school class
when I was about 15 years old. The teacher, Arla Hurd, was kind
and seemed to be interested in the children's lives. She involved
them in her Bible lessons and Bible truth in a way that left a lasting
impression on me. I learned as much or more than the kids as she
taught. I was asked to teach a younger class and accepted the

challenge. You can't teach what you don't know, so I began learning more and more about the
Bible as I taught kids. (Teaching is a lifelong learning experience.) 

I totally believe the Bible is God's true and amazing message of love. I know when we teach
children from the nursery and toddlers on up to adulthood, they will more likely trust Jesus as
their Savior and want to know God more. What a privilege to be part of that (Deuteronomy 6:4-
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7). Teaching children is commanded, but it isn't difficult. I get to meet and know each unique
personality. We listen to the heart of these girls as they respond to questions with
understanding. They have great insight.

We are teaching God's truth to them and helping them be strong in faith with tools of scripture.
These precious kids have so many lies, morally, surrounding them in schools these days, that
only God's Word can give them truth.”  ~ Marjie

Back to top

NEW MEMBERS 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member at RiverValley Church, the process is to take a class
called New Members Class, which lasts six weeks. Then if you decide to be a new member,
there will be an elder interview. (Don't worry, they are pretty nice.) We plan to have our next
class in the fall unless we have enough people who would like to do one earlier than that. If you
are interested, please contact the church office (231-9690 or email info@rvcoshkosh.com). 
 

Back to top

MUSEUM PARKING 
 

The Oshkosh Public Museum staff has given us permission to use their parking lot as overflow
parking, if needed. Please remember that parking is permitted only in marked, unrestricted stalls
and driveways must not be blocked.  
 

Back to top

COMPASSION TEAM
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The Compassion Team is organizing an outreach to support our local law enforcement officers
and administrative staff through letters of encouragement. Everyone is invited and encouraged
to participate. To be involved, pick up your Thank You cards at the Compassion Team table on
Sunday, March 14, and Sunday, March 21. Write down your name and the number of cards
you'll be taking. Please return those cards, with your note of encouragement written inside, on
Sunday, March 28. The Compassion Team will be dropping the cards off at the sheriff's office
and city police station later that week. 
 

Back to top

GIVING ENVELOPES
 

Just a quick reminder that if you need giving envelopes, you can reach Kathi Miller at 920-231-
2265 to arrange getting them. If you are interested in giving online, you can do so by clicking
here to get to the giving page on the RVC website.  
 

Back to top

THIS WEEK AT RIVERVALLEY 
(Best viewed in landscape orientation on mobile devices)

 
Sunday, 3/14 
     Sunday Service (Worship Center)       9:00 a.m. 
     Sunday Service (Worship Center)      10:45 a.m. 
      High School Youth Group                    6:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. 

Tuesday, 3/16 
     Compassion Team                               6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
       
Wednesday, 3/17 
      Ladies Bible Study                               9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
     Middle School Youth Group                 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
            
Thursday, 3/18 
     Ladies Bible Study (Café)                    9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
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     Prayer Team                                         6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
     

 
Back to top

GIVING UPDATE:
 

YTD Giving 5/1/20 - 2/28/21 
Actual: $643,028.35 
Budget: $588,016 

Weekly Giving 3/1 - 3/7/21  
$15,382.10
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