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A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE

Humble Servants  
  
Being humble stinks! That’s a statement straight out of who I am. I hear a lot of
people say “I have to be true to myself!” Well, here’s some truth to yourself,
“You are not good!”  I, like most of you, struggle with delusions of my own
goodness, at times (often, based in my self-diluted sense of justice and
rightness that every moron should understand--why they don’t is beyond me.) 
  
Last year, the two single ladies who live across the street had their dad (I think)

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

http://eepurl.com/dOg4mz
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=7f9c6a61f73ad94a89b4dce4e&id=bcff55c048
javascript:;


3/30/2021 Weekly Newsletter - February 25, 2021

https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=7f9c6a61f73ad94a89b4dce4e&id=044af978c0 2/6

come and plow their driveway. He proceeded to shove all the snow on my side
of the street just to the left of my driveway. So when the snow plow came down
the street, he’d pile as much as three feet of my neighbors’ snow back into my
driveway. Notice I have designated that snow as “my neighbors’ snow”. So, as
a good person, I just happily went out and shoveled the snow out a second time
with joy and thanksgiving. Yeah, right!  
  
No! Actually, I entertained scenarios of how inconsiderate this person was and
wondered how much it would cost to hire a plow to stack ten feet of snow next
to their driveway. One day, I stood in the front window with my hands on my
hips while he piled up the snow. I was running condescending scripts through
my head of how I could put him in his place. Now, here is the point where the
Holy Spirit finally got my attention. The Spirit reminded me that things I say in
this condition do not flow from the new Dave, but from the old, thoroughly sinful
Dave. Sorry, Bonnie, you know him better than anyone.  
  
So, with my verbally-loaded six shooters safely back in their holsters, I began to
think of what I really am. I am a completely saved man who has Christ’s
righteousness on me granting me access to the Living God. I also have a sinful
nature, an old self “ME”, that can erupt in delusional self-righteousness without
a moment’s notice. So I prayed. 
  
This is the surrender point you know. Praying. This is the moment that I
recognize my pride and ask God to help me put it off and that leads to putting
on humility. Honestly, this is not my humility, but it is my Savior’s humility. He
humbled himself and took on flesh and was humble to the point of death,
because that is the weapon that defeats pride and self-reliance. 
  
And, you know what the Holy Spirit did next? He asked me how I am showing
love to my neighbor. So I started snow blowing their sidewalk. On occasions I
snow blow the end of their driveway, especially when the plow does the big
dump after it was cleared by their dad.  I don’t do it every time, but often. We’ve
never had one conversation about snow.  
  
You’ll never believe what happened. This year, on a number of occasions, their
dad has piled the snow as usual. But then he has cleared the end of my
driveway and carefully pushed it so it doesn’t refill my driveway when the plow
goes by. Wow, humility matters. We are called to be humble servants like
Christ. That’s just not who I am, or wait, maybe that’s not who I was?   
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PRAYER & PRAISE NIGHT 
 

Our next Prayer & Praise night is coming up soon--Sunday, February 28,  at
6:00 p.m. One of our desires for Prayer & Praise nights is that you are invited to
hear from God and participate. During the upcoming Prayer & Praise night, we
will have a short teaching on ways the early churches participated in the
corporate service. Then we will invite you to share a testimony, scripture, or an
encouraging word for the congregation. We hope you’ll come and share in the
evening.  

Back to top

RVC | MEN: DISCIPLESHIP 
 
We are retooling the Saturday men’s group with a focus on disciple-making.
Jesus was very clear in calling all of us to make disciples, yet it remains an
elusive activity to the modern church. In March we will be sharing the “Next
Steps” of making disciples. We invite all RVC men to come and join us on the
13th as we seek to follow Christ’s call to entrust the faith to faithful men who will
entrust the faith to faithful men who will… You get the picture! Breakfast is at
8:00 a.m., and we finish by 10:00 a.m. 
   
  
Back to top

RVC | kids 
 

As the Festival of Purim is upon the Jewish community, I
remember days long past when I was employed by the Jewish
Community Center in Indiana. My daughter, Megan, was in
kindergarten and my son Caleb was in the three-year-old
classroom. We observed the Shabbat ceremony every Friday
morning teaching the young children what it meant to honor God’s

law and experience a time of rest. 
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I remember one of Megan and Caleb’s favorite Jewish festivals being Purim.
This was a time when their classes read the story of a brave young Jewish girl
who went before the king to rescue the Jewish people from certain death. Their
classes got to dress up as kings and queens and attend a Purim festival. They
made little instruments called greggers. During the telling of the
story, every  time Haman’s name was mentioned, they shook their
greggers and yelled “Boo!” - because he was the bad man who
tricked the king into signing an edict to have the Jewish people
killed.  

As adults, they remember these stories because a celebration was experienced
and a memory made.  

As I personally make my way through the Chronological Bible during my
devotion times, I find myself in the book of Leviticus. I find myself reading about
God establishing the tabernacle and the precise measurements used.  He also
lays out before Moses what Passover is, how it is to be observed, and how they
are to experience and celebrate their deliverance and rejoice at God’s
faithfulness.  

What does this tell me about God? First, it tells me that God wants us to
remember. God gave specific instruction for His people to observe so that they
might remember how God was faithful to deliver them from destruction. In both
situations, God raised up someone to free His people. 

The Lord raised up and used Esther and Moses to deliver His people from
destruction. And it is through Jesus Christ that we are delivered from
destruction and hell. The hand of God is at work in the lives of His people. He
uses our everyday circumstances, decisions, and actions to work out His divine
plan and purpose. We can trust in God’s sovereign care over every aspect of
our lives.  

If time permits this weekend, I pray you find time to read the story of God’s plan
to deliver His people from certain destruction through the story of Esther.  

Back to top

UW OSHKOSH GOSPEL CHOIR CONCERT

The UW Oshkosh Gospel Choir is planning their first concert here, and you are
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invited. It will be on Saturday, February 27, starting at 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Alphonso Simpson began rehearsing with about fifteen students from UW
Oshkosh this past month. Dr. Simpson is the Director of African American
studies and is a dynamic follower of Christ. He also loves worshipping God in
song. Later this year Dr. Simpson will be starting a Fox Valley Gospel Choir.
That will be open to anyone who wants to sing. 

 
Back to top

THIS WEEK AT RIVERVALLEY 
(Best viewed in landscape orientation on mobile devices)

 
Sunday, 2/28 
     Sunday Service (Worship Center)       9:00 a.m. 
     Sunday Service (Worship Center)      10:45 a.m. 
      Prayer & Praise Night                          6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
      High School Youth Group                    6:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. 

Tuesday, 3/2 
     Compassion Team                               6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
       
Wednesday, 3/3 
     Ladies Bible Study                               9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.      
     Middle School Youth Group                 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
            
Thursday, 3/4 
     Ladies Bible Study (Café)                    9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
     Prayer Team                                        6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

 
Back to top

GIVING UPDATE:
 

YTD Giving 5/1/20 - 1/31/21 
Actual: $585,781.72 
Budget: $534,560.00
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Weekly Giving 2/15 - 2/21/21  
$10,536.44

Copyright © 2021 RiverValley Church, All rights reserved. 
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