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A NOTE FROM PASTOR DAVE 
 
Have you ever wanted to disown your kids?   
  
Don’t answer that. 
  
I’m thinking of a particular elder meeting where I got an emergency call from my
wife. “Your son just got arrested!” He was speeding and decided to run from the
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police. He headed into a subdivision and drove in a driveway behind a house.
Bold. But not wise. After they had him cuffed on the ground and the drug dogs
had searched his car, they asked him why he ran. His reply was, “Because my
parents are going to kill me”. It crossed my mind.   
  
God led His people out of Egypt by His strong hand. The miracles that took
place to secure their release were numerous and awesome. Yet, within a very
short time, the Israelites were straying from God. Moses was up on Mount Sinai
getting the ten commandments. It took him longer than they expected so they
had Aaron build them a golden calf to worship.    
  
WHAT? A golden calf? Are you serious?  

God frees them from Egypt by sending plagues on the Egyptians. The Israelites
were protected from most of the plagues. Then, as they are leaving the region,
the Egyptians come after them on chariots, and God parts the Red Sea so the
four million Israelites can pass through safely. Then He collapses the sea on
the Egyptian charioteers. AND THEY BUILD A GOLDEN CALF. “Stiff-necked”
might be a compliment for these people, and God says to Moses, “Go down, for
your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted
themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded
them.” Exodus 32:7-8a. Well, there it is. God felt like disowning His people, too.
I suppose the feeling is common to us and our creator. The great news is that
God didn’t disown them. He doesn’t disown us, either, when we act like God
has never been there for us. Or when we look for some modern-day idol. Our
appearance, a person who we want to love us, a career, a car, I could go on.
We all have golden calves that we put ahead of the Living God. Do you
suppose that living for people’s approval or living for grades, jobs, or whatever
looks as foolish to the Israelites as a calf does to us? 
  
I think we take for granted the absolute wonder that God would die in our place.
That Jesus would bear our sins and give us His righteousness because we call
on Him. That he puts up with our failures, our doubts about His Word, and our
independent hearts. The truth is we deserve to be disowned, but our position in
Christ is sealed by our Savior’s sacrifice and rests on the absolute
trustworthiness of our God’s promises. AMEN.  
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RVC | kids 
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Galatians 2:20 says, “For I have been crucified with Christ, it is no longer I that
lives but Christ that lives in me”. I was blessed to be able to share a little during
Sunday’s Prayer and Praise night. There were four baptisms and one child
dedication. This was such a beautiful and sweet time of rejoicing and
celebration. It is easy to say we are a child of the most high God but another
thing to live according to that knowledge. I was able to share about my struggle
with leaving every sin at the cross and walking away from it all. It was much
easier to pick up the ones I felt I can overcome on my own or hide the ones I
wasn’t prepared for Jesus to see. How silly is that! God is omniscient; He
knows all. I didn’t realize I was minimizing the power of Christ's death for me. I
was relying on myself and not Christ who lives in me. I pray today, “God, grant
us the wisdom to understand and believe who You have created us to be. You
are not a distant God that leaves us abandoned in times of need, but a mighty
God that will never leave us nor forsake us!” Rejoice in the Lord today!  
  
Our 3rd-5th grade boys and girls classes begin this Sunday during second
service. We would love for another male leader to come alongside Matt Wilson
and Noah Fettner to lead these young men. 
  
New families and returning families are a blessing. With many families come
young children. As our kids’ ministry grows, we need our volunteer list to grow.
If you are able to help and serve in this way, please reach out to Tracy.
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RVC MEN - February 13th, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
 
Note that the meeting is from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. (Sorry we have had that
wrong in previous notes.) 
 
Imagine a church where every man who walks in the door has another man
invite him to breakfast or lunch. This is followed up by an invitation to meet
regularly with two or three other men. This was Jesus' strategy. He made
disciples who made disciples. “The world is always looking for better programs,
but Jesus was looking for better men.” R. Coleman.     
  
Every second Saturday we will have a men’s gathering. There will be a free
breakfast at 8:00 a.m. followed by testimonies, teaching on making disciples,
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some dramatizations of discipling, some Q & A time, and prayer. We are
praying that God will turn this into a men’s discipleship movement here at RVC.
Come for the initial challenge on Saturday, February 13, 2021 at 8:00 a.m.

Back to top

BLESSINGS & NEW MEMBERS 
 
God has been so good to us. During this pandemic we have had many visitors
and a number of them have become a regular part of the body here. We have
continued to have strong giving and have managed to save more money this
year. We have also had a number of people who have finished the new
members class and are committing themselves to the body that meets here.
Would you take it on yourself to welcome these new members? The elders
have interviewed them all and welcomed them. We will officially welcome them
at the annual meeting on April 25. We are very pleased that God is drawing
people here to serve Him together.   
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NEW MEMBER WELCOME! 
 
Matt & Beth Asselin 
Brian & Margaret Breuer 
Brian Fettner 
Noah Fettner 
Jerod & Julie Felix 
Jeremy  & Heidi Johnston 
Chad & Mimi Leachman 
Shawn & Stacy Mains 
Brad & Heather Potts 
Tiffany Thrun 
Ken & Carrie Walter 

Back to top

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

http://eepurl.com/dOg4mz
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=7f9c6a61f73ad94a89b4dce4e&id=bcff55c048
javascript:;


2/19/2021 Weekly Newsletter - February 4, 2021

https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=7f9c6a61f73ad94a89b4dce4e&id=bc6e1f4474 5/7

NEW LADIES BIBLE STUDIES OFFERED 
 
Women’s Bible Study Invitation (Two optional times)
We have a new Beth Moore Bible study series,  Living Beyond
Yourself:  Exploring the Fruit  of the Spirit,  starting every other Wednesday,
beginning on February 17, from 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. A second time option is
the same study offered every other Thursday starting on the 25th  from 6:30
p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Contact Nicole McFarlane   for information on either class
(nicmac525@me.com).
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UW OSHKOSH GOSPEL CHOIR
 
If you are here on Tuesday evenings, you may hear a gospel choir rehearsing
in the Worship Center. Dr. Alphonso Simpson began rehearsing with about
fifteen students from UW Oshkosh this past Tuesday. Dr. Simpson is the
Director of African American Studies and is a dynamic follower of Christ. He
also loves worshipping God in song. The newly formed gospel choir will have
their first concert here on Saturday, February 27, at 6:30 p.m. Later this year,
Dr. Simpson will be starting a Fox Valley Gospel Choir. That will be open to
anyone who wants to sing. 
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2021 GIVING ENVELOPES AND STATEMENTS 
 
Giving envelopes for 2021 are available for pickup in the Café. If you are new
since last year and don't have giving envelopes but would like some, please let
Kathi Miller know. Also, if you prefer to give online and no longer need
envelopes, you can let her know that, too. Kathi can be reached at (920) 231-
2265. 

If you still need your 2020 Giving Statement, please contact Kathi to make
arrangements for her to mail it to you.  
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THIS WEEK AT RIVERVALLEY 
(Best viewed in landscape orientation on mobile devices)

 
Sunday, 2/7 
     Sunday Service (Worship Center)       9:00 a.m. 
     Sunday Service (Worship Center)       10:45 a.m. 
      High School Youth Group                     6:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. 

Wednesday, 2/10 
     Middle School Youth Group                 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
      
Thursday, 2/11 
     Ladies Bible Study (Café)                    9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

Saturday, 2/13 
     RVC Men (Café)                                  8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
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GIVING UPDATE:
 

YTD Giving 5/1/20 - 1/31/21 
Actual: $585,781.72 
Budget: $534,560.00

Weekly Giving 1/25 - 1/31/21  
$16,262.29

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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